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Technology and Teen Dating Violence Are 

Unfortunately Linked 

Dating abuse is easier than ever thanks to cell phones and social 

media 
October 25, 2017        By domesticshelters.org 

  

 
On March 14 of this year, a young girl’s prank had unimaginable consequences.  Tysen 
Benz, 11, hanged himself after reading messages on Snapchat saying his 13-year-old 
girlfriend had died. Except, she hadn’t. It was all made up by the young girl; she was sending 
the messages from a friend’s account. After reading the news of his girlfriend’s “death,” Benz 
posted on social media he was going to kill himself. None of the people who read his post, 
none of the people who knew his girlfriend was pranking him, tried to stop him. Benz died in 
the hospital on April 4. 
 
On June 16, Michelle Carter was found guilty of manslaughter in a highly publicized case in 
which prosecutors argued she was responsible for her boyfriend’s death after she instructed 
him to follow through on his plan to commit suicide. At the time of Conrad Roy III’s death in 
2014, he was 18 and Carter was 17. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/04/09/an-11-year-old-boy-killed-himself-after-his-girlfriend-faked-her-death-shes-now-facing-charges/?utm_term=.7913f7123a8d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/education/wp/2017/04/09/an-11-year-old-boy-killed-himself-after-his-girlfriend-faked-her-death-shes-now-facing-charges/?utm_term=.7913f7123a8d
http://nypost.com/2015/09/09/teen-charged-for-telling-suicidal-boyfriend-just-do-it-babe/


 
“You can’t think about it. You just have to do it. You said you were gonna do it. Like I don’t 
get why you aren’t,” Carter allegedly told Roy via text. 

Roy killed himself in his truck with carbon monoxide. 

Continue reading and learn how we can help our children. 
www.domesticshelters.org/domestic-violence-articles-information/technology-and-teen-
dating-violence-are-unfortunately-linked#.WfyZVdCnGUl 

 

Can He Rape Me if We're Married? 

Marital rape is a very real—and very illegal—offense 
September 24, 2014                                                                                          By domesticshelters.org 

 

 Make no mistake about it—marital rape is a serious form of violence and an often-present    
component of domestic violence, and it is illegal in all 50 states. 
 
According to the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network (RAINN), marital rape occurs when 
your spouse forces you to take part in sex acts without your consent. This includes any 
unwanted intercourse or penetration obtained by force, threat of force or when the wife is 

http://www.domesticshelters.org/domestic-violence-articles-information/technology-and-teen-dating-violence-are-unfortunately-linked#.WfyZVdCnGUl
http://www.domesticshelters.org/domestic-violence-articles-information/technology-and-teen-dating-violence-are-unfortunately-linked#.WfyZVdCnGUl
https://rainn.org/


unable to consent. RAINN says research shows that marital rape can be equally, if not more, 
emotionally and physically traumatizing than rape by a stranger. 
 

 

 
Juanito Vargas, associate vice president of Safe Horizon, a New York domestic violence 
nonprofit and the largest victims’ services agency in the U.S., says he hears about incidents 
of marital rape from his clients but, unfortunately, many of them don’t even know it’s rape. 
RAIIN agrees that it remains one of the least reported crimes. Explains Vargas, “It could be 
due to the culture—this is the expectation of my culture, that I’m supposed to submit to 
whatever my husband says.” Some survivors believe they’re supposed to have sex with their 
husbands even when they don’t want to and say no. 
 
It wasn’t until the late 1970s that anyone was convicted of raping their spouse in the U.S., 
according to RAINN. Before then, there was a common law presumption that “real rape” 
could only occur by a stranger and that forced sex was a “wifely duty.” Luckily ideas changed 

http://www.safehorizon.org/


and, in the 1970s and ‘80s, states began adopting laws criminalizing marital rape and, by 
1993, every state had made marital rape an illegal offense. 

While laws vary slightly between states, Vargas says that in New York, marital rape is lis ted 
as a separate and individual charge felony offense when it occurs in conjunction with 
domestic violence. So, it is important survivors report this to police. If you’re uncomfortable 
or scared to report marital rape, seek out an advocacy agency like Safe Horizon. “We have 
rape survivor advocates on call 24 hours a day so that when a victim of rape goes to a 
hospital emergency room, the hospital calls one of our advocates who will then show up to 
be with the victim as [he or] she is going through the whole experience.” 

To find an advocate near you, call the National Sexual Assault Hotline at 800-656-HOPE, or 
call the National Domestic Violence Hotline at 800-799-7233. 

 

 



 



                                                                                                                                          

We love Volunteers!!! 

Please help and call 

Hyde County Hotline 252-925-2502 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   
  

                                                      

                                                          

 

OUR MISSION:                                                                                                             
The purpose of Hyde County Hotline, Inc. is to work to eliminate domestic abuse and 
sexual victimization and provide safe shelter in Hyde County, North Carolina through 
the collaborative efforts of a compassionate community. We promote dignity, respect 

and safety at home resulting in safer communities. 

                     

 
 

 
 

 

Your Support Enables Hotline To Better Serve Victims 

and Survivors of Domestic Abuse 
Please Consider 

Donating to our Thrift Store 

Financial Gifts 
Asking about a Presentation 

Thank You!                         
Please call for more information at 252-925-2502 

 

           

                    
Hyde County Hotline offers support groups for victims and 

survivors of domestic abuse and sexual victimization. 
Domestic abuse support group is offered 1st and 3rd weeks of each 

month.  
Sexual assault support group is offered 2nd and 4th weeks of each 

month. 
  

 
 

HYDE COUNTY HOTLINE 
24 HOUR CRISIS LINE 

252-925-2500 
 

 

Thank you to the family Violence 

Prevention Services Program                                                                                                                                              

US DHHS, and NC Council for Women 
for financial support. 

 


